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Millie Charles and Her Contributions to Community Organizing and Social Justice
The pace of as well as the models of social change remains an aspect that is fast-paced in the United States as well as globally. Unfortunately, it is essential to note that the environment, as well as varied leaders, are keeping up to the established changes. This has resulted in the initiation of new initiatives that are driven towards initiating changes within the community while equally finding an avenue for social justice.   At a time when the several leaders are periled for their efforts directed towards driving change, the efforts of others such as that of Millie Charles have yielded a forward-moving momentum. Given this, it is essential to note that the person of Millie Charles is significantly remembered for her contributions directed towards the advancement of a series of progressive social changes and social justice. After beginning her post-college life as one of the best teachers in north Louisiana, Charles came to the realization that her calling was directed towards helping the needy children as well as their families in finding solutions to their problems (Lorrie Greenhouse Gardella, 1999). This pushed her to pursue an education before acquiring a master’s degree in the element of social work. These efforts enabled her to venture into her career of working with the impoverished children and families as well as with the whole community in an initiative driven towards setting things in their right place. Charles equally made significant efforts driven towards the establishment of a School of Social Work that was based in Southern University in New Orleans later on in 1965.  
As a graduate of the University of Southern California’s School of Social Work and Dillard University, Charles is alleged to have dedicated her entire life into advocating for the voiceless in the society. In this regard, it is essential to note that her commitment and efforts towards advocacy pushed her to the founding of the New Orleans Chapter of the National Association of Black Social Workers (NABSW). Charles showed her willingness to travel to different regions of the state with the intention of advocating for children and families that suffered a number of social injustices (Lorrie Greenhouse Gardella, 1999). She came to the realization that at every stop, she would pick up the bricks of knowledge that enabled her to build several institutions that include the New Orleans Chapter of the National Association of Black Social Workers (NABSW). During her tenure as the dean in these institutions, Charles’s contributions are alleged to have played a significant role in promoting the programs that the institutions offered within the region. 
Kasimu (2012) reveals that Charles’s first entry into the social work arena remained one that was modest. According to her, she was looking for a job and realized that the state was hiring workers for that position; however, the impact she made changed a number of things in the field. Charles realized that social work initiatives and programs that were designed at SUNO were significant, efforts that saw her make immense contributions towards the promotion of these initiatives. Charles was therefore recognized as one of the pioneers in the social work arena by the National Association of Social Workers. Reports from her former students revealed that she made a positive impact in the city as well as in their lives. According to Charles, she had a whole lot of things to learn while she was teaching. Besides this, she served as one of the members of the National Board of Social Work Educators, an opportunity that allowed her to travel to several universities with the intent of understanding and to enhance their social work initiatives and programs (Kasimu, 2012). Charles equally revealed that the Social Work initiatives and programs inclusively benefited several faculty members as this was the right time and place for such a transformation. Initially, Charles taught in some of the Universities within the state, efforts that granted her an opportunity to engage in social work programs. 
In her view, the opportunities that were accorded to her were precious, revealing that she had to stretch and serve the needs of the destitute as well as the voiceless within the society. Her father, considered as a Baptist preacher made contributions in her life in an effort directed towards ensuring that she was grateful for all she had in life. On the other hand, her paternal grandmother is alleged to have made constant efforts towards teaching and opening learning opportunities and doors for Charles who was the only child following the death of her mother while she was eight years old.  Charles’s memory, as established in this case seemed vivid as the experiences she has had in life. After her graduation from Dillard University with a degree in education, Charles entered into a teaching profession for two years before taking her time off to continue her usual duty of picking cotton. She then made a rejoinder and continued her teaching career at Charleston, a university-based in South Carolina for a period of two years (Tammy, 2018). Charles later left for Japan for a period of one year to serve and work with the Red Cross before planning to move to Europe.  During one of the breaks in New Orleans, it is alleged that love altered all her plans and efforts. This is evident in the fact that Charles met a student who studied at Howard University before entering into an institution of marriage. 
For close to a year while in marriage, Charles continued to work at the New Orleans in the capacity of a social worker, efforts that saw her comminute all through to Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge in the pursuit of a master’s degree. During this period, she was the only black student in their class before the universities opened doors of scholarships with the intent of enrolling more of the black students who sort for opportunities to learn in an inclusive environment.  Charles then moved to the University of Southern California, this time with her young daughter before returning to New Orleans after the completion of her studies. According to the ordeals, it is evident that Charles never had an issue relocating to different regions to continue her social work. Charles continues to find new opportunities that allowed her to engage in various movements established with the sole intent of fighting for the civil rights and liberties as well as the social justice of those who were underprivileged. On the other hand, it is essential to note that Charles equally served as one of the significant national leaders especially in the development of the professional baccalaureate social work education program before the founding of the School of Social Work that was based at SUNO. The institution mainly acted as a vocational education centre as well as a community of activism, factors that reveal the manner in which the life and career of Charles evolved in her efforts to institute social change within the society (Tammy, 2018). Charles challenged several people to work harder and achieve more in the social work field, constantly revealing that there was no room for mediocrity. She pushed several of her peers during this time to achieve the best for their societies, efforts that saw a more significant impact in the world given the fact that she had the passion for ensuring that things were moving on as instituted. 
Social justice remains an aspect that significantly differs in different regions and states. Given this, it is essential to note that the efforts of Charles were mainly directed towards addressing some of the challenges that faced people during her era. People, during this time, held on to differing opinions in regards to social justice, an aspect that pushed Charles and her followers to establish a universal approach of moral earnestness to deal with the injustices that embedded the society. It is essential to note that the price of a denied freedom reveals that contrary to the established fallacies and opinions, there is a need to ensure that religious freedom is established for all, thus reducing conflicts and violent persecutions of the Christians. Given this, there is a need to ensure that the liberty of the citizenry is observed, an aspect aimed at decreasing the growing levels of religious intolerance (John, 2018). There is equally a need to repeal the laws that define the freedoms of the citizenry on spiritual matters in an effort to address this social conflict. Given this, it is essential to note that the person of Millie Charles is significantly remembered for her contributions directed towards the advancement of a series of progressive social changes and social justice.
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